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GLOSSARY OF TERMS RELATING TO 
WOODEN FURNITURE AND FIXTURES 



( First Revision ) 



0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard ( First Revision ) was adopted by the Indian 
Standards Institution on 28 October 1974, after the draft finalized by the 
Furniture Sectional Committee had been approved by the Gvil Engineering 
Division Council, 

0.2 This standard was first published in 1967. This revision includes 
additional terms on tables and desks. 

0.3 In the formulation of this standard due weightage has been given to 
international co-ordination among the standards and practices prevailing 
in different countries in addition to relating it to the practices in the field 
in this country. 

0.4 This standard is one of a series of Indian Standards on wooden 
furniture. 



1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard covers definitions of various terms used for wooden 
furniture and fixtures. 

2. TERMINOLOGY 

2.0 For the purpose of this standard, the following definitions shall apply. 

2.1 Arm-Rest* — Members which support the arms when the body is in 
a reclining position fadng forwards. 

2.2 Bade of a Chair — Sloping or curved surface serving as a support to 
the back. 

2.3 Base — Low framework standing directly on the ground and designed 
for the direct support of articles of furniture. 

2.4 Bed —An article of furniture, to sleep on. 
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2.4.1 Bid, DoubU — A flat article of furniture with a structure having 
two side long rails and a middle rail firmly fastened to the two legs or 
boards at head and foot side which may extend above the bed surface. 
The flat surface supports the mattress. This bed may have one-and-a-half 
to double the width of a single bed. 

2.4.2 Bid, Folding — A bed of which the main frame and legs can be 
folded to make it portable. 

2.4.3 Bid, Singh — A flat article of furniture with a structure having 
two long side rails firmly fastened to the two legs or boards at head and 
foot side which may extend above the bed surface. The flat surface 
supports the mattress. 

2.4.4 BidSidi Tabli — A small article of furniture, supported on legs, 
with or without a drawer or drop-out, intended as a side piece for a bed. 

2.5 Book Case — An article of furniture for keeping or storing of books 
on fixed or adjustable shelves. It may or may not have doors. 

2.6 Cabinet — An article of furniture with one or more doors for safe 
storage of valuable items under lock. 

2.6.1 Cabinet Card- Index — An article of furniture allowing for one or 
more drawers, one above the other, designed to house a set of index cards 
assuring visibility of references and descriptions. 

2.6.2 Cabinet, Fili — Sa 2.36. 

2.6.3 Cabinet, Filing — Sa 2.39. 

2.7 Camp-Cot — A cot with a simple foldable frame between which 
canvas or other suitable cloth can be inserted for using it as a bed during 
camping. 

2.8 Card-Index Box with Divisions, with or without Closing 
Device — Furniture having one or more divisions used for the vertical 
filing of cards. The card index may be closed by a lid, screen or sliding top. 

2.9 Card.Index Panels with Pivoted Shutters — Furniture consisting 
of one or more vertical panels designed to receive on one or both faces, 
small strips placed one above the other. These panels equipped with hinges 
can be placed on a rotary wall support, or a desk. 

2.10 Centre Table — A small table of any shape usually kept in front of 
the sofa as a centre piece. 

2.11 Chair — A movable seat with a back and with or without arms. 
2.11.1 ClfltV, Eay — Sa 2.33. 

2.1 14 Chair, Office - See 2.71. 
2.114 Chair, Revolting — Sa 2.89. 

2.12 Cloakroom-Wardrobe — Wardrobe with interior fittings for the 
easy housing of general clothing and coat hangers. 
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2*13 Conference Table — Table of large dimensions, in one or more 
sections, around which it is possible for many persons to meet for a 
conference. 

2.14 Corner Divans — Long sofa-like furniture with cushioned seat and 
back, kept at right angles to each other in a room. The back may or may 
not extend to the full length of the seat. 

2.15 Corner Table — A small table to suit any corner. 

2.16 Corner Unit — A cabinet with drawers or shelves kept in a corner. 

2.17 Counter Division for a Bank — Divisions which above form a 
small table at chest height. It generally allows for a fitted cubicle on the 
side opposite to the public. The counter partition may be made of movable 
parts placed side by side. 

2.18 Covering — Piece of fabric or other material covering the back 
surface of the decoration on the back of a chair or sofa, or the lower parts 
of the back-piece of certain decorated beds. 

2.19 Cradle — An article of furniture mounted on rockers, used as a cot 
for infants. 

2.20 Crib — A small bed for a child to sleep on, with barred sides. 

2.21 Cupboard — Shelved closet or cabinet for storing provisions, etc. 

2*22 Cupboard, Kitchen — An article of furniture with or without 
.shutters and multiple shelves generally used for keeping crockery and 
other articles used in the kitchen. The lower half of the cupboard may 
extend towards the front to provide a working surface. 

2.23 Cylindrical Closing — Movable part of a closing device, consisting 
of a rigid curved panel sliding in lateral grooves. 

2.24 Deals — Furniture made to facilitate manuscript work or consultation 
of large documents, the top of which is made up of inclined surface. 

2.25 Dining Chair — A chair generally without arm-rests, used along 
with the dining table. 

2.26 Dining Table — A flat table, used for dining, with fixed or 
detachable legs or supports. 

2.27 Door — Hinged panel designed to close up an opening let into the 
furniture. 

2.28 Double Bed — See 2.4.1. 
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2.29 Drafting Table — Furniture regarded as essential for graphic or 
mechanic-graphic work or both and can be used in addition for the filing 
of diverse documents* It basically consists of a top with or without sasn 
and one or more lockers. 

2.30 Drawer — Small box without top inserted into a piece of furniture, 
which can be pulled out when required, either by sliding or by rotating on 
a pivot. 

2.30.1 Drawer, File — See 2 .37. 

2.30*2 Drawer, Knee-Hole — See 2.62. 

2.31 Dressing Stool — A low stool for sitting before the dressing table. 

2.32 Dressing Table — An article of furniture with one or two drawers 
on either side and a drop-out or a flap below the drawers and a vertical 
mirror generally attached to the frame in a manner that its vertical angle 
is adjustable. 

2.33 Easy Chair — An arm chair for ease or rest. 

2.34 Executive Table — Large size table generally with two side cabinets 
having vertical rows of drawers and pull-out trays and an extended table* 
top in front and on sides. 

2.35 Face — That part of a desk before which the user takes his place, 
and where the locker-units are placed. 

2.36 File Cabinet — An article of furniture closed by doors, fitted with 
shelves and partitions. This is generally designed for keeping files. 

2.37 File Drawer — A drawer usually fixed at the bottom of side cabinet 
of a table having provision for hanging files inside. The drawer front has 
more height than that of other sides. 

2.38 File or Paper Tray — Rectangular container of shallow depth with- 
out top cover, sometimes provided with a spring device to keep the papers 
pressed in position. 

2.39 Filing Cabinet — A cabinet with drawer for files either suspended or 

otherwise. 

2.40 Filing Cabinet with Screen Closing — Furniture composed of one 
or more vertical tiers of pull-out shelves, or drawers designed for the hori- 
zontal classification of paper or business documents. The whole is closed 
by one or more slat-screens. 

2.41 Filing of Address Machine Stocks — Furniture made up of many 
drawers adopted for the vertical filing of address machine stocks. Each 
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drawer is generally fitted to the machine and in this case constitutes a 
loaded store. 

2.42 Filinf of Films - Furniture with the inside drawers fitted in the 
form of cradle which is designed to receive metal boxes containing spools 
of film. This furniture is frequently fitted with a moisturizer for the 
conservation of the films. 

2.43 Filing of Gramophone Records — Furniture of varied size and 
design intended for the orderly storage of discs (gramophone records ). 

2*44 Filing of Medals — Furniture in which the drawers are of shallow 
depth, designed to receive one or more trays especially made for the 
arrangement of medals or, money. 

2*45 Filing of Microfilm -4 Furniture designed to receive film elements 
filed in appropriate packets* This furniture is frequently equipped with a 
moisturizer for the conservation of films. 

2.46 Filing of Music Scores — Furniture of varied size and design 
composed of horizontal or vertical drawers or cases for the arrangement of 
musical scores or sheets* 

2.47 Filing of Photographic Stocks — Furniture consisting of drawer 
allowing the vertical filing of photographic stock. The drawers intended 
to receive glass stock are fitted with grooves at the sides where such stock 
can be inserted. 

2.4S Filing of Typographic Stocks — Furniture consisting of drawers 
allowing level filing of typographic stock. The height of the drawer 
corresponds to that of the stock material. 

2*49 Fixed Desk~Seat — Stool, chair or arm-chair of which the seat is of 
a height adjusted to the working surface. 

2.50 Flap — Panel or series of panels hinged to the body of the furniture, 
•or as a working surface or on which to place objects. 

2.51 Folding Bsd — p* 2.43. 

2.52 Food Trolley ~i Small table with shelf usually mounted on castors 
with the top in the form of a table. 

2*53 Foot Board —The rectangular or curved piece, generally of lesser 
height than the head board, at the foot side of the bed and joined to the 
side rails. 

2.54 Ground Lockar — Locker, the lower part of which rests on the 
ground. 

2.55 Hanging Rod — A wooden or metallic rod fixed inside the wardrobe 
for supporting bangers for clothes. 
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2.56 Head Board — The rectangular or curved piece at the head aide of 
a bed joined to the side rails. 

2*57 Heavy Doty Cupboard — Cupboard having thick partitions and 
refractory fittings as a protection against the heat and compression. 

2*58 Hinging — Method of providing a movable joint on which a door or 
flap hangs. 

2*59 Horizontal Plan-Filing Cabinet — Furniture of required height 
allowing for a series of plan-drawers placed one above the other. 

2.60 Kitchen Cupboard — Set 2.22. 

2.61 Cooking Unit — A kitchen furniture unit generally with a heatproof 
top to accommodate cooking appliances as well as to keep gas, cylinders, 
etc, on the shelf below the top surface. A drawer and a door to close the 
shelf may be provided to the unit. 

2*62 Knee-Hole Drawer — A drawer of a desk situated in the knee-hole 
of the desk above the knees of the user ( this drawer is generally not conve- 
nient and is not recommended ). 

2.63 Leaf of a Table— Panel for enlarging the top surface of a table. 

2.64 Level Drawer — Drawer of shallow depth designed for the hori- 
zontal filing of plans. It generally allows for a tipping piece at a fixed 
height of the frontage. At the back it is covered over a part of its depth. 
Tlu: two fittings are aimed at maintaining the plans on the level. 

2.65 Desk Drawer Cabinet — Essential lateral part of a desk which 
supports the top and is fitted in all or part of the height of the desk, either 
by means of drawers for the end, horizontal or vertical filing of documents, 
or by means of special purpose equipment. May or may not allow for a 
closing system by door, trap or boh. 

2.66 Locker on Feet — Locker, the lower part of which is away from the 
ground to allow easy floor-cleaning. 

2.67 Low Shelf — Panel mobile around a horizontal axis capable of being 
raisf d or lowered and designed in a horizontal position to augment the 
working surface. 

2.68 Meat Safe — Cupboard, usually with wire gauge sides and front, 
for storing perishable foodstuffs. 

2.69 Middle Rail — The long member in the middle of a double bed 
connecting the head and foot boards and supporting the mattress rest panel 
and mattresses. 

8 
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2.70 Mirror — Silvered or electroplated polished glass surface, which 
gives faithful reflection or true description of things in front of it. 

2.71 Office Chair — Chair with or without arms used for work in the 
working surface. The scat, backrest and arm-rests may be made either in 
the material of construction or completed by upholstery work, leather, 
cane or other material designed to increase comfort and improve 
appearance. 

2.72 Office Partition* — Wooden product serving to divide the premises 
to all or part of their height. It may be composed of parts of identical size, 
susceptible to different arrangement. 

2.73 Overhead Units — A small cabinet with one or more partitions, 
fixed at a certain height above the working unit in a kitchen. 

2.74 Panel, Arched — Panel with a curved surface in plan and/or 
elevation. 

2.75 Panel, Straight — Panel with two flat surfaces. 

2.76 Panel Between the Legs — Vertical part, forming a screen at the 
back of the desk, in front of the legs of the user. 

2.77 Plan Cupboard — Cupboard closed by door or screen and contain* 
ing a device capable of suspending the plans. 

2.78 Plan or Map Support with Pivoted Shutter a — The whole unit 
is generally made up of one or more vertical panels designed to receive 
plans on one or both faces. These panels are set on hinges and can be 
attached to a rotary support or wall-fitting. They are at times replaced by 
supports in the form of a gibbet upon which the plans are hung. 

2.7S Plinth -— Flat band sometimes moulded, placed at the bottom of an 
article of furniture and resting on the ground. 

2.80 Frees Bench — Strongly built frame designed to support a copy-rest 
and perhaps allowing for a unit for drawers and pigeon holes necessary 
for the work. 

2 Jl Print Carrier — Articulated easel allowing vertical filing of print or 
documents, and their consultation on a level surface. 

2.82 Poll-Oat Tray — Shelf-sliding horizontally between the grooves or 
slots. 

2*3 Rail, Middle — Sa 2.89. 

£84 Rail, Side— The long member joining the head and foot boards and 
supporting the mattress rest panels and mattresses. 
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2«85 Reception Arm Chair — Arm-chair ( the scat, back and arm-rests 
of which are generally upholstered with fabric or leather), intended for 
the reception of visitors in a normal sitting position. 

2.86 Refrigerator Unit — A tall cabinet with a built-in-refrigerator in 
the middle and with shelves and doors at the top and bottom. 

2.87 Register Cheat — Low cupboard for registers, the top of which may 
be used as a work surface. 

2.88 Register Cupboard — Cupboard equipped for the arrangement of 
registers filed on edge in appropriate slots. 

2*89 Revolving Chair — Chair with or without arms, the scat of which is 
mounted on a revolving pedestal which may be adjusted in height. Tilting 
arrangement is also provided to lean on the backrest at a desired angle. 

2.90 Revolving Desk-Seat — Stool, chair or arm-chair, the seat of which 
is mounted on a revolving device which can be adjusted in height. 

2.91 Seat — Flat or curved surface on which one sits. This may be flat 
but often has a small slope from front to back. 

2.92 Screen Closing — Movable part of a closing device made up of 
narrow jointed articulated slats. 

2.93 Serving Table — Table of reduced dimensions, easily transportable, 
used generally for the temporary release of the working surface of a desk. 

2.94 Shelf — A horizontal board or slab, dividing the internal space in 
any storage unit. 

2.95 Shelving — Fixed or movable unit, made up of shelves adjustable or 
non-adjustable in height, according to the required depth. 

2*96 ShowCase — An article of furniture with shelves and with a glass 
front. 

2.97 Shntter-Cloiing — Movable parts of a closing device made up of 
one or many even panels mounted on hinges. 

2.98 Side Cabinet of a Table — Essential lateral part of a desk with 
drawers on which the top rests. 

2.99 Side Rail — 5*2.84. 

2.100 Side Table — Table of reduced dimensions, easily convertible into a 
temporary working surface of a desk. 

2.101 Single Bed - See 2.4.3. 

10 
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2.102 Sink, Unit — Basin or box, of porcelain or metal, with flow pipe in . 
which washing of dirty dishes and crockery is done in a kitchen. 

2.103 Small Wing Drawers or Shelve* — Horizontal panel or drawer 
movable in its area, designed for the immediate enlargement of the surface 
above it. It is housed in a locker or girdle immediately below the 
table-top. 

2.104 Sofa — A multt-seater furniture intended for sitting and reclining. 
This will have a long seat and a back to accommodate more than one 
person at a time. The seat and back are generally upholstered with 
cushion materials, supported by springs fitted inside the cushions mounted 
on the frame of the seat and back. The sofas may or may not have arms. 

2.105 Sofia Chair — The matching chair forming the sofa set to accommo- 
date one person at a time. The seat and back are generally upholstered to 
match the sofa. It may or may not have arms. 

2.1 OS Sofia Set — A set of three pieces of furniture consisting of one sofa 
to accommodate more than one person at a time and two matching chairs. 

2.107 Stand — Frame on feet, may be of adjustable height, serving as a 
support for apparatus or office machines. It may be mounted on castors. 

2.108 Stool — A sturdy seat on supports, but without arms or backrest. 

2.109 Straight Panel — Sh 2.75. 

2.110 Table — An article of furniture consisting of a horizontal surface 
supported by feet or panels. It allows for one or more drawer units. 

2.110.1 Tablt t BtdSidi — S<i2.i.i. 

2.110.2 TabU Ctntu — Sa 2.10. 
2.1103 Tabh, Ctnftrmc* — &# 2.13. 

2.110.4 TabU $ Corn* — S$$ 2.15. 

2.110.5 Tabti, Dining— Si$ 2*26. 

2.110.6 Tabtt, Dressing — S$* % .32, 

2.110.7 TMi, Exitutiv* — S* 2J4. 
2.110J Tabic, SUa — Sa 2.100. 

2.1 10.9 TabU, T$l*phon$ — Small portable table meant to keep a 
telephone on. 

2.110.10 TabU, Timd — Small shelving usually mounted on castors with 
the top in table form. 

11 
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2*110.11 TM* % Tjpist — Small Uble for keeping a typewriter with one 
tide cabinet consisting of drawers. 

2.111 Tabla Top — Working surface resting on one or two side cabinets, 
feet or panels. 

2.112 Top — Working surface resting on a locker, feet or panels. A unit 
of pigeon holes, shelves or drawers can be incorporated into the framework. 
The table top and fittings assembled may be closed by means of screens, 
shutters, curved or straight panels. 

2.113 Top Edge ( Cornice ) — Top allowing for a moulding in projection 
of the crowning of the top of a piece of furniture higher than eye-level. 

2.114 Tray, Poll-Oat — See 2 .82. 

2.115 Trolley — Box fitted with castors for the vertical filing of documents 
which may be closed by a lid or a screen for carrying. 

2.116 Vortical Filing Cupboard — Fitted chest for the vertical filing of 
folders containing plans. The front-face may drop down to serve as a 
support during consultation, 

2.117 Wardrobe — A tall cupboard usually with doors one portion of 
which has adjustable shelves and the other portion is fitted for easy 
hanging of clothes. A locker may be provided to Keep ornaments and other 
valuables. 

2.118 Kitchen Working Unit — A kitchen furniture unit with artificial 
laminated surface on top designed for working on it and with one or more 
partitions below to keep kitchen-ware. 
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